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Introtuction

the tntensification of Comumist guereilla and terrorist sctivities,
Interrad securiiy 1o agein  prioacy probles of the geversiont of Bosth Vistaas.
To date, thts resurgence of Violence is concentrated chlefly in the soithern
At of'the coumtay. It could spread fo other arees, boveier, because much of
the country offers an excellent snvirosent for guerrilla warfare

Vietoaz 1o compriged of the Wokong Delta o constad loviacd, od &
trtang:

o ary gr:
e 1 i, these migher e nove procinest Bhyescas Testoees.

e sonstal lovland, extendlng rorthvard fros the deits plats, vaics n
o 30 mi laces the seavard edge of the lovland 1s bordered
300

y sana duncs several miles wide, with dunes that sore than
foot high. Spurs and outllers of the hi , such a Gt spur that
Cap Varella, encroach up ‘and forn naturel defense ines
inst megs troop movesents along the c  spurs snd outliers, however,
arg also potentisl averues of lngress to the interior plands for susil guer-
Fills units that might be landed in the shelte: and anchorages
const. Miere the highlands extend to the sea, mny Such sheltered landing ercas

are ound between the promcotories and the staep rocky island
eveen the soastal lovland and the Nekong Valley Lics the bighland
the southern

e e b v e vactace Dresaporeacion defEican

citmte

Soutin Viotnas bas o tropleal mpnsonal clismte vith distiact vet and dey
sossons.  Tor mh of the county the hot, buaid, vet sesson Inste fron Juna
0 Septesher and the ary coason of predominantly clear, relatively cool daye
Octoter tnto Yay. The Auun ountat Giain, hovere) forea o significant
climatic dtvide. Consequently, the castern flanks of the highlands and tF
Soining coustal oviand have thelr greatest ralnfaLl during the ail and winter-

infall varies considerably throughout the country. Gaigon bes
avout 78 xnm-, it In places vhere the sourtatos rise precipisously from the

cosstal Lowland: Ba Y, @ fov ailes inland from Tourase -- the asmual

(liy contrast, the aumal preoipitation
receves 75 percent of it

e eastenn sion o6 the Hismtic atvide
‘the eutum and winter. Therefore

sortieeouth moesent in the bighlands vest of e climtic aivids vight be tea-
sible st & tine vhen movesent east of the divide vould be increasingly difficuilt
because of the rainy season.

heavy raine, the resultant flooding, and the corbinstion of high tem-
perature and mmidsly have both physionl wnd peyctologienl rtects on parson:
e Lovoird o opersticns Guring the Wnereas this season s

furoreble for guerriila wrfare, he ratns mierially ineredse the
D ers o Togtaeiest spsort Tor eomenttonsl SiritnmyFonmty.

they vy considersbly vith elovation, temeraturce at any e
focatton are relatively niforn throigiout te year, fron moderate to
bigh. crature in Saigon s sbout B0OF whereas in Dalat,
SRR Clovation of oot 31000 Fests 10 1o wnly G357

M rmaliee ™ woor
SOUTH VIETNAM
ETHNIC GROUPS

Tegetation

st of the neture) vegrtation of Sauts Histoas bas characteristios that
make 1t an as:

almost
concealzent.
the

BLt-and-run tactics of
Tactors prasent serlows BLeTieulties for e Soubormores of somencimt soscp.

rabes, and radnforest vith dense mderbrus

evacos erings the const

crest 12 the domtnant type of vegetation in the highlands, but cpen
Corent cemaiting oF otvmer mie Seckduoss x pure stends of pine is also
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and ave particularly extensive on the Ditring and Dalat Platem e dectduous
Gpen orets partially cover scms of ths Fiatena end iovor 0908 oo the Lesverd
side of the mountains, vhere FRIRfall 1o relatively M. 18

the platenus and on some of the hillsides.

Population ard Settlerent

0 the totad population of almet 13 million, shout 1L eillien ave Visiousen
The rl-mdn‘ includes 3 large atnority groupe - 100,000 or rore Chinese 000

o 650,000 rvasnin of 15 Magen CribeD prowe - re velL
Civety b mabers of Chanas Vaiavass, Tasians, Pakicients, Maceste, at

The Qistribution of the mjor ethnic groups, except the Chinese, i
on p 23013, 07 ohe ot Caineos Semilision shest 32,500 are sbnssotreced
in the tuin ities of Saigon and Cho Lon. Most Vigtransse population is
in the low e tniva parpies et ot ¢ and Jozut ocupy
highlands, vhere they form TL percent of the popul

in the delte arca end, significantly, are thickly lgt()gd et or the provieces
bordering Cambodta frém the coast %o about 120 nurth latitute.

he e Prestiect, Dien hae 1on anttcipatel
Commnist pibversive activition 1 the sart

urel areas In 1955 of som of the 800,000 refugee: Vietnam; (2)
rescttionent, or land developnent, program started woout 1957; and (3) the pres-
en progran, which attessts £o incorpora Villages

canals, and etrstrips are being iuproved and new ones are being constructed o
settiesents and to belp unify the coumn

Language and Feliglon
Vicsnarene (foosmnse) 1o whe catet langunge, serving alL the Victuasese a3

coch el oo pecausg of the comples langge siuiation, miltiiingusts
irly comon. Many of the Vietuamese are currently learning English

he religions of South Vietoan are both diverse and eclectic. The domtnant
religion 1o Buidhisr, adhered o by most of e Vistoamss, Chinsse, and Cac-

cstons, The majortly of the Dudiste, hovevr, Tolior the Confucian eu
eten Spirit vorshipers. The largest non-
Btdnist religioss Sioip s hecan Catreries eiih 1,200,000 osbers; it ot
groups include ebout 75,000 Protestants, 5,000 M
Although several thousand are noxinally Christiane, the higaland tribal p=uyk
e pestcally saisista. Vietnaness Teligions siso inelute o tne

- he Cao Dai, wn extrenaly eclectis grow, Hon Bao, ' reforsed”

protafegtyrited

-~
South Vietran 1s predontnantly e sgricultural comtry. Rice is the myor

crop, occupying a1aoet, .5 Rillion scres (incluaing asibis-cropping erenge

Seventy-rive percent of the Fice coses from the

"rice bovls? o 4 Asia. Plant

a0 barves or

barvest, sbout 90 percent of the delta Fislis are Lere faliow until the suame
oca’ra “"Th the soastal.

e
cons{derably. Some f10lds nay have ag mny as three rice harvests
vesting period say extend from April through February.

Righians region, oacy ot the tribes ractice priatiive "rat” o
used £

e, i arhering of m..u pred\lnu
Lenent thetr agricultual
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Industrial activity ie linited but 1s expanding steadily. New exterprises
© tndustrics have been sdded <o Such tradi-
s dominated by the 1lmited
production of the Nong-Son coal minss.

Transportation
iacas the vt of Gt Victae s ascively sgnend i roud i

Tat, in tne ighe
3 gsn Yap 25052 2 Teansportacion Noves Ser the Jocation of nenta
Troada.

e delta aron the unteryys, both el snd s mede, wre of prise
nals

deqacy of groud-tranmporiation fuctiities s, curantly,
o onbances the mxmmw of atr
77 there e somn K0 usable airrieids vick mumaye
ever than onethird of then ure uned by oivil
; the reminder grmeraily sre om
empenies. m ‘iravel may be rescriceed by &
ot burnings, or o she hacecoratttons

hewry
it Drocede tne oty sonson:

Geograghic Aspects of Internal Securtty

Brec sioce the 195 gartition of Vistnas, the Desocratde Fepiblic of Jistons

(Comunist North Vietoan) has mad clear iva’ Intenbion of evertiaily
nfer it conuRol the.ore parte oF che cuntey. e present mmm mm
Sieo In South Tietaas by ‘the Viet Litary arm of
1o6can Gommias Farty, sonetinite s Lactic in 145 cumpaion S0 ataovs i
L

The cholce of the Nekong Delta for the mjor concentration of the current
Viet Cong activities 1a tuflusnced by such factors as (1) the location of the
o e

he imitive uyieull.ur-l pﬂct!cea sciaon prodic
“han i3 Tequired for subsLetence, lesring 1

Camuntsts will un-

bas exacerbated the Tesentuent of the tribeszen to som extent

3o o7 oveivle troite e the large Crinese population, eany of
rovably herbor resentaent toward the goverszent under D

thetr gue
Leularly in the Cambodtan border area, vhere these sects vill
Sontime 5 %o xplottel by the Commister
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SOUTH VIETNAM
ADMINISTRATIVE AREAS

SOUTH VIETNAM
TRANSPORTATION

. o o
2 i onciy 5 i) i, e v ¥ T LR

il
S USRI ey

s e 2 i
et rat SETE RS

AIRFIELDS PR
© Runway 7000 feet and over @  Notional capital
- Rallroad

© Runway 60007000 fest

& Runway 50006000 feot

& Runwey 40005000 fot

e oy inrtant
or any poten o
o ey 2000 et wihout
Galneatnd umeys

o Alrlanding site

"
Road under construction
Track or trail

Route designation

Ganal

‘Spot helgnt (in feet)

g s

§m~r~ e, .

2012 560

TCTA-RDP84-00825R000100340001-8




Approved For Release 2002/05/07 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100340001-8

SECRET

Approved For Release 2002/05/07 : CIA-RDP84-00825R0001 00340001-8



STAT Approved For Release 2002/05/07 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100340001-8

Next 9 Page(s) In Document Exempt

Approved For Release 2002/05/07 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100340001-8



“ CnOmEl ~I-D T T,
-+ 3 Approved FogRplease 2002/05/07 : CIA-RDP84-0082¢R)00100340001-8

CERTRAL IWIELLIGENCE AGENCY
Geography Division, ORR

Project Initiation Memorandum

To: Chief, Geographic Research Project No, 61.1860
From: Chief, Geography Division ' Date: 12 May 1960

1. Subject of Proposed Project: South Vietnam

2. Statement of Problem: The security situation in South Vietnam has deteri-
orated, with an influx of an estimated 3000 Viet Mirh guerrillas and agents
into that country. Assassinations of local South Vietnamess officials and
acts of sabotage carried on by bands of Communist guerrillas mwmbering
100~300 men have resulted in & situation in some areas which has been com-
pared to the insecurity prevailing in 1954, This geographic intelligence

. memorandum will provide an intelligence appreciation of geographic factors
rele to the present situvation.

; "As the situation has similarities to tha‘t.o.f Laos in the summer of
(i§59, it is proposed to use a format somewhat like that of the GM on Laos,

. Requester: Self-initiated. . Responsible Analyst:

¥ind and Extent of Cooperation Desired:
.((‘9 . a. D/GC %o prepere two maps: 1.) One small map to show distribution
\ of ethnic groups and Vietnamese sects. 2.) One large map
: (terrain shaded) to show "agrovilles" and resettlement sites,
. roads, mein tracks, raillways, and seasonally inundated areas.
b. Other parts of CIA: Information coordination with OCI.
€. Outside CIA: Check DEI/AMS for latest information on roads.

6. Estimated Man Hours in D/GG: 150
7. Probable Completion Date: July 1960
8. Form of Final Publication: CIA/RR GM 60 /rL
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